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The American
government could not
pay its debts from the

Revolutionary War.

The British government
taxed colonists without
representation.

Americans made sure
their new government
was not more
powerful than the state
governments.

Americans made sure
their new government
did not have the power
to collect taxes.

There was nowhere
to settle disputes
when problems arose
between states.

The government
under the Articles of
Confederation could not
collect taxes.

After the American
Revolution, many
Americans feared a
government that was
too powerful.

The Articles of
Confederation did not
create a national court

system.
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