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From hair to defense budgets, shoulder pads to 
tax cuts, the 1980s were BIG.

The 1980s are o�en remembered as a �me of excess and extremes. 
The decade’s conserva�ve social, poli�cal, and economic policies led 
to renewed prosperity and op�mism among the wealthy and middle 
class. Many Americans became status seekers and shopaholics. 
Madonna’s “Material Girl” was their anthem. This materialism was 
not embraced or experienced by all. The gap between the 
wealthiest and poorest Americans widened, social services were 
curtailed, and the “War on Drugs” filled American prisons. 

These photographs were important as visual evidence of news 
when they appeared in the 1980s. Today, they make real what has 
become legend to a genera�on who know the events of the decade 
were important without knowing why. They also help us under-
stand today’s culture, which is being shaped by ’80s kids who are 
bringing back that decade’s values, worldviews, and a�tudes.

This exhibition was produced by the Virginia Museum of History & 
Culture in partnership with the Richmond Times-Dispatch

Support provided by the John Stewart Bryan III Endowment Fund and 
the Lettie Pate Evans Changing Exhibition Fund

Exhibit Specifications

1 Main text panel
6 Subtext panels
42 framed photo graphics

1700 square feet

Rental period: 4 months

Display period: 3 months

For rental pricing and availability 
please contact 

Veronica Blanco
Exhibition Technician
VIRGINIA MUSEUM OF HISTORY & CULTURE 
Virginia Historical Society
vblanco@VirginiaHistory.org
804.342.9648


















