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From THOMASs NIASSACH_USWTS SPY. :‘

Mr, THomas,

The Jollowing ADDRESS i Jaid to hawve hat

&reat influence on opinions and [entiments in
the government where it avas SR publifhed,
The copy vas begged of a friend, that ir
might find a place in Jour paper. I am not
Jure that it 214l pleafe, or even be read. In
i the rights of confeience and. religious pri-
Vileges are fo clearly Slated, and awith [
much ingenuity and ability contended fors as
20 merit not only the Printer’s aotice, but the
deliberate perufal of every fober man.—
Truth is untformly the fame in all places and
at all times, in Firginia and the Maflachu-
fetts, but may not meet the Jame favourable
reception.  Reafins that bawve lwayed the

legiflature of neighbouring government

would be thoug: to deferve fome confider-
ation.

The queflion difeuffed has long fince
diviled the wworld, and i Serioufly interefi-
eng to the Chriftian, the Citizen, and the Py.
litician.  Let each one Jor bimfelf, compare
awith attention, and weigh avith caution, the
combined force of every argument,  Let him

decide wwith fairnefs, and avith Sirmnefs a-
bide the refu.

If the obfervation be weak,
or the argument inconclufive, let them be ex-
Pofed—let them be o Frvpred. If they en-
tighten, if they con 5y et trath, JFiming
truth prewail, and pu-ve Jor its adw,

efevery denomination, thegreat andthe gocds.

Fram the VirciNiA GAZETTE.
To the Honourable the GENERAL AS-

SEMBLY of the COMMONWEALTH of
VIRGINIA.

A MEMORIAL and REMONSTRANCE.

E the fubferibers, citizens of the faid _

, Commonwealth, having (tlagenoigz
{erious confideration, a bill prmteA et
o e i Ol’f tbhlc'ﬂ(x;' e[ée;all’rovi:ion fo;

nti ¢« A Bill eftablifhing a Fros 1

?]f"‘et:éﬁgx"s o'? tI:e Chriftian _Rehgmln’, ar;g
conceiving that the fame, if ﬁ_x;?%’} ﬂn;“_
with the fanétions of a law, willbe <dn-
gerous abule of power,‘ar}b‘oun as&rate e
g e e eaiih
ainft it 5 an e wh

%f?gi‘:i;‘t:;::i;{;df 5 %e remonftrate g.gmnﬁ
the faid bill,

BECAUSE, Wehold it for a fundament- |

al and undeniable truth, ¢ That religion, or

the duty which we owe to our Creator, and

the manner of difcharging it, can l:)e c}_gref:zc:.
only by reafon and conv.léhon, not by, i
vidl):er‘x‘ce."”r The religion thea of eve;y_m u
muft be left to the CO!.WX.&I%H apdh::(:} c;z:;ry
ery man ; and,-*41s the rig £

:fa gvtoy exercife it -_.f} thefe may (}l&a‘:f.
L nfs right is in its nature an unalienable
r*ight. It is unalienable ; beca.u('f:l the ':;p1r1;
ions of men, depending only on t ; ev&mﬁ,‘) :
contemplated by their own min s},. e B
follow the ditates of other e R _

BN E

# Declaration of Rights, Art. XVI,

e —
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I8 precedent, both in order of time, and in

egree of obligation, to the claims of ciyi] fo.
ciety. Before ANy man can be confidered asa
member of ¢jy;] fociety, he muft be confider.
ed as 3 {ubje of the Governour of the U.
niverfe : And if 4 member of cjyi] fociety,

his allegiance to the Univerfal Soye.

- We maintain therefore, thatin mat¢.
ters of religion, no map’s right is abridged
y the nftitutior,, 27 civil fociety ; and’ that
religion js wholly exempt from jts cogniz-
ance. Tryuejt is, that no other rule exifts,
any queftion which may divide a

| Liciety, can be ultimately determined, but
the will of the majority ; but it is alfo trye,
that the majority may trefpafs on the rights

ecaufe, If religion pe exempt from the
authority of the fociety at large, fill lefs cap
it be fubjed to that of the legiflative body.
¢ latter are byt the ~2atuies and vice €-
rents of the former, ‘e &ir Jurifdi®ior i¢
oth derivative and limited,* It jg limiteq
with regard to the co-ordinate departments -l
M eceflarily js jt limited - with regard to
the coudtituents, The prefervation of afree
governmant Irres, not merely that the
metes a. / bou. Js. which feparate each de.

-

5
Znt oF power be invariably maintained,
g:irtti?xiﬁ :}i:ppecially, that neither og therilﬁ:';)ﬁ
fuffered to ovErjéapftl;le grt(::;)tl ebal;ill‘;l;: :; iED
{ ights of the people.
dﬁsnﬁz 211?1;:)% of fuch arlx) encn:oachmendt, ?iﬁ;
:::ed the commiffion from which th,%yhE eieo_ ‘
Bt drants Lhe pooy
ple who fubmit to i oo pre Aty
either by themfelves, no by
:?lzcrliynderived ¥r01n them, and ax1 e ﬂ.av:ts;:he
Becaufe, It is proper to take a a@e e
firft experiment on our hbertles,ﬁ M
this prudent jealoully to be the hx LanLy. ok
citizens, and one of the nobleft cfa bl g
icksof the late revolutlon.. The red 0,01
America did not wait until ufq;pe nI:i A
had ftrengthened itfelf by, exercife, a They
t2ngled the queftion in precedents.

faw all the confequences in the principle, -

i i deny=
' ded the coi.n Juences by
iar?gd gllzy}:lrggi:i;le. We revere this llefrff:)r:
too much foon to forget it. Who does

fee that the fame authority which can eftab- :

iftianity, i f ail otherre-

ith Chriftianity, in excqu_ion o , .

iliglions, may efji:’abii'ﬂzé gﬁtl_\ﬁghes fair:ee :';{5:,
particular fe& o riftians, in

fail;z g; :ltl[lcﬁt;:;r I?e_&s ¢ That the fame autho-

rity which can force a citizen to contribute %

three-pence only of his property for the fup-

ort of any one eftablifhment, may force hll’]!} ¥

?o conform to any,~+her eftablifhment, in a
fes whatfoever, W oy

=l eiéc‘:ufe, The' bill violates that equality

which ought to be the bafis of every law ;

indi in"  or--

d which is more_md‘llfpenfible, 1;1,Ep 0055

tai?)'n ::vs the validity or expedl‘em:yofI ;-..y‘ lz\l.'; '
is more liable to be impez+ ed. -

menare by nature equally’ .¢e ar. indepen-
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dent,+’" all men are to be confidered®s€ en.

tering into fociety on equal conditions, ag,

.g'elinquifhing no more, and therefore retain-
Ing no lefs, one than another, of their rights.
Above all are they to be confidered as retain.
Ing an “ equal title to the free exercife of re-
ligion, according to the diQates of con-

fetence.”  Whilfk we affert for ourfelves a

freedom to embrace, ‘to profefs, and to ob-
ferve the religion which we believe to be of
- divine origin, we cannot deny an equal free-
df)m ‘to thofe, whofe minds have not yet
yielded to the evidence which has convinced
us. If this freedom be abufed, it is. an of-
fgnce againft God, notagainft man: To God
thercfore, not to men, mult an account of it
be rendered. As the bill violates e juality
by fubjecting fome to peculiar burdens, foif
violates the fame ¢vinciple, by granting to
others peculiarexeniytions,  Are the Quak-
ers and Menonifts the only feéts who think

-~ acompulfive fupport of their religions unne-
~reffary and unwarrantable ? Can their piety

lone be intrufted with the care of publick.

¢ worthip ? Qught their religions to be endow-
ed, above all others, with extraordinary pri- -

vileges, by which profelytes may be enticed
from all others ? We think too favourably

of the juftice and good fenft of thefe denom-
Inations, to believe, that they either covet

pre-eminences over theii| " low-citizens, or,
that‘th_ey'will be feduced by them, from the
<common oppofition to the meafure, 5

’.

civil & frate is a competent Jjudge of reli-

gious trut ; or that he may employ religion -

"+ Declarz/ In of dsights, Article I,
Article X VI, PR

i

Béé;a'ufe, The bill implies, either that the
Lo

7

as an engine of civil policy. The firlt is an
arrogant pretenfion, falfified by the contra-

- diftory opinion of rulers in all ages, and

throu’ghout_ the world : The fecond an un-
hallowed perverfion of the means of falvation,
Becaufe, The eftablithment propofed by

the bill is not requifite for the fupport of the

Chriftian religion, To fay that it is,is a
contradiétion to the Chriftian religion itfelf ;
for every page of it difavows adependence on
the powers of this world : It is a contradic-
tion to fact ; for it is known that this reli-
gion both exifted and flourithed, not only
without the fupport of human laws, but in
{pite of every oppofition from them ; and not
only during the period of miraculous aid,
bt long after it had been left to its own evi-
dence, and the ordinary care of Providence =
Nay, it is a contradition in terms 3 fora re~
ligion not invented by&"nan policy, muft
have pre-exifted and been fupported, before
it was eftablifhed by human policy. Ttis
moreover to weaken in thofe who profefs thig
religion, a pious confidence in-its innate ex-,
cellence, and the patronageof its author 3
and to fofter in thofe who ftill reject it, a fuf-
picion, that its friends are too conftious of its
tallacies, to truft it to its own merits.
Becuufe, Experience witneffeth, thateccle-
fiaftical eftablifhments, inftead of maintain-
ing the purity and efficacy of religion, have,

had a contraiy o& fétion. During almoft

s

iifteen centuries, has the legal eftablifhment’

of Chriftianity been on trial.  What have

- been its faults ? More or lefs in all =dvces,

. . « A |
pride and indolence in the clergy ; if ..ance

and fervility in the laity ; i» both, fuperfti- -

tion, bigotry, and perfect’ 4n, ! *uquire of
3 bigotry, and p P DRt 3

=
el

[

e 2T
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the teachiers of Chriftianity for the ages in |
which it appeared in its greateft luftre ; thofe i;,‘r:de’partu.re'from that generous policy ; which,
“offering an afylum to the perfecuted and op-
prefled of every nation and religion, promf{-
‘ed a luftre to our country, and an acceffion
' to'the number of its citizens. Whata melan-
 chioly mark is the Bill of fudden degeneracy ?
Inftead of holding forth an afylum to the

of every fect point to the ages prior to its in=
corporation with civil policy, Propofe a re-
ftoration of this primitive ftate, in which its
teachers depended on the voluntary rewards.

of their flocks ; many of them prediét its

downfal.  On which fide ought their tefti-
mony to have greateft weight, when for, or
when againft their intereft ?

Becaufe, The eftablifhment in queftion is
not neceffary for the fupport of civil vovern.
ment,  If it be urged as neceffarybfor the
fupport of civil government, ' only as it is a
means of fupporting religion ; and it be not
neceflary for the latter purpofe, it cannot be.
nqce{fary for the former, If religion be not
within the cognizance of civil government,
how can its legal sftablithment be faid to be
neceffary to civil EIPbrnment ? What influ.
ence, in faét have ecclefiaftical eftablifhments

‘had on civil fociety ? In fome iniftances they
have beeX feen to erect a fpiritual tyranny on

ﬁii“he 5 “iin & . i
tarthe ruins of the civil authority ; in many in-
Mfftances they have been feen upholdingythe '

thrones of political tyranny 5 in no inftance-
havq they been feen the guardians of the li-
berties of thepeople. Rulers who wifhed to
fubvert the publick liberty, may have found.
an eftablifhed clergy, convenient auxiliaries,
A juft government, inftjs ‘ed’ to fecure and
perpetuate it, needs then®Wst. Such a go.

vernment will be beft fupported by protecting

‘every citizen in the enjoyment of his religion,

witht®, £ame equal hand, which proteéts his
perfon)@4d his property ; by neither invad-
ing the equ-Lrighv of any f6& ; nor fuffer-
Ing any fel o invade thofe of another,

3

Becaule, The propofed eftablifiment is a

perfecuted, it is itfelf, a fignal of perfecution.
It degrades from the equal rank of citizens

‘all thofe whofe opinions in religion do not

bend to thofe of the Legiflative' Authority.
Diftant as it may be, inits prefent form,from

the Inquifition, it differs from it only inde-

ree. ' The one is the firft ftep, the other the
Faﬁ, in the career of intolerance. Themag-

§ nanimous fufferer under this cruel {courge in
- foreign regions, muft view the Bill as abea-

con on our coaft, warning him to feek fome
other haven, where libei(_,.-and philanthro-
phy, in their due extent, may offer a more
certain repofe from his troubles.

Becaufe, It will have a like tend®ncy te

* banifh our citizens. ' The allurements pre-

it

-depopulated flourithing kingdoms. '

fented by other fituations are every day thin-
ning their number.  To fuperadd a frefh
motive to emigration, by revoking the liber-
ty which they now enjoy, would be the fame
fpecies of folly, which has difhonoured an
Becaufe, It whill-deftroy that moderation
an jharmony whic's the forbearance of our
laws to intermeddle with religion, has pro-
duced among its feveral {ets. . Torrents of
blood have been {pilt in the old wor' By
vainattempts of the fecular arm to exturguifh
religious difcord, by proferit g a'differen-
cesin religiousopinion. ‘I fhehacitlength
revealed the true rernedy.  Every relaxation

e et s ——— -
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of narrow and rigorous policy, wherever it
has been tried, has been found to affuage the
difeafe, ‘The American theatre has exhibit-
ed proofs, that equal and complete liberty,
1f it does not wholly eradicate it, fufficiently
deftroysits matignant influence on the health

and profperity of the State, If, with the {a-

lutary effets of this {yftem under our own
eyes, we begin to contraét the bounds of re-
ligious freedom, we know no name that will
too feverely reproach our folly, Atleaft let
warning be taken at the firlk fruits of the
threatenedinnovation. Theveryappearance
of the Bill has transformed ¢¢ that Chniftian,
forbearance, love and charity,”” which of late
mutually prevailed, into animofities and jea-
loufies, which may not foon be appeafed.
What mifchiefs may not be dreaded, fhould
this enemy to, the publick quiet, be armed

- with the force ofiCifhaw ?

e
<3

Becaqfe, The policy of the Bill is adverfe
to the diffufion of the light of Chriftianity.
The fint with of thofe who enjoy this preci-
ous gift, ought to be thatit may be imparted
to the whole race of mankind. = Compare the
number of thofe who have as yet received it,
with the number ftill remaining under the do-
minion of faife religions ; and how fiall is
the former ? Does the policy of the Bill tend
to leffen the difproportion ? No : It at once
difcourages thofe, who are \ftrangers to the

light of revelation fro@\‘!)wming into the re-

l

R e e S e
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aion of it ; and countenances, by exampie,

the Pations who continne in darknefs, in
fhge; ng out thofe who might convey it to
the;%me Inftead of levelling as far as poflible,

cvery obftacle.to the victorious progrefs of

truth, tITEBilAGith an ignoble and unchrif-

fian timidity, would cicumfcribe it, with 2

1z

. wall of defence, againft the encroachments of
. errour.

, Becaufe, Attempts to enforce by legal
fanétions, aéts obnoxious to {o greata pro-
portion of citizens, tend to enervate the laws
in general, and to flacken the bands of focie~
ty. If it be difficult to executeany law which
is not generally deemed neceffary or falutary,
what muft be the cafe, where jtis deemed in-
valid and dangerous ¢ And what may be
the effe& of fo ftriking an example of impo-
tency in the government, on its general au-
thority ?

Becaufe, A meafure of fuch fingularmag- -

nitude and delicacy ought not to be impofed,
without the cleareit evidence that it is called
for by a majority of citizens : And no fatis-
faftory method is yet propofed, by whichthe
voice of the majority in this cafe may be de-
termined, or its influen Tecured. ¢ The
people of the refpective counties are indeed
requefted to fignify their opinion refpecting
the adoption of the Bill to the next Rflion of

Affembly.” But the reprefentation muft bg /

made equal, before the voice either of the
Reprefentatives, or of the counties, will be
that of the people, Our hope is that neither
of the former will, after due confideration,

" efpoufe the dangerous principleof the Bill,

Should the event difappoint us, it will fill
leave us in fulb,cqnﬁldence that a fair appeal
to the latter will -, “rfe the fentence againft
otk liberties.

Becaufe, Finally, ¢ The equal right of
every citizen to the free exercife of b~ Ji-
gion according to thedictatesof confuscice,™
is held by the {ame tenure v “th al' our other
rights. Ifwe recur to its _;él?n, Tis equal-
ly the gift of nature ; if we weigh its impor-
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tance, it cannot be lefs dear fo s ; if we con.” |

{ult the  declaration of thofe rights whith
pertain to the good people of Virginia, as the
bafis;and foundation of overnment,*” it is
enumerated with equal folemnity, or rather
ftudied emphafis.  Either then we muft fay,
that the will of the Legiflature is the only
meafure of their authority, and that in the
plenitude of this authority, they may fweep
away dll our fundamental riglits ; or that
they are'bound to leave this particular right
untouched and facred : Either we muftfay,

that they may controul the freedom of tiie

prefs, may abolith the trial by jury, may
fwallow up the Executive and Judiciary Pow-
ers of the State ; nay, that they may defpoil
us of our very right of fuffrage, and erett
themfelves into an independentand hereditary
Afferably ; or weamuft fay, that they have no
authority to eﬁafitgé% law the Bill under con-
fideration. We the Subfcribers fay, that
the General Affembly of this Commonwealth
have no"fuch authority : And that no effort

' may beomitted on our part againft fo danger-

ous an ‘ufurpation, we oppofe to it this re-
monftrance ; carneftly praying, as we are in
duty ‘bound, that the Supreme Lawgiver of
the Univerfe, by tluminating thofe to whom
it is addrefled, ‘may on the one hand, turn
their councils filom every act which would
affront his holy prerog=siv or violate the
truft committed to thenf®* A nd on the otk r,
guide them into every meafure which may be
worthy of his blefling, may redound to their

1

the [i¥erties, the profperity and the happinefs

of the Gy mm Sovealth. :

~ % Preamble to the Declaration of Rights,
NS

o&fﬁ‘iﬁife, and may eftablith more firmly |

T; 14
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 The following A& was paffed by the
General Aflembly of Virginia after:
the prefentment of the preceding
Memorial and Remonftrance,

E From the VIRGINIA GAzZETTE,

\ 4n ACT for eflablifping RELIGIOUS
g FrEEDOM.

d HEREAS Almighty. God
V'V hath created the mind free 3
thatallattempts toinfluence it by tem-
poral punithments or burthens, or by
civil incapacitations, tend only to be-
- get habits of hypocrify and meannefs,
“and are a departure ﬁ{un the plan of
- the Holy Author of ou: religion, who

being Lord ‘both of body and mim{,
yet chofe not to propagate it b coer-
cions on either, as was in his Almigh-
-ty power to do ; that the impious pre-
fumption of legiflators and rulers ci-
vil, as well as ecclefiaftical, who, be-
ing themfelves but fallible and unin-
{pired men, have aflumed dominion
~over the faith 8f ¢« hers, fetting up their
' OVt opinions and modes of thinking
as the only true and infallible, and as
fuch endeavouring to impofe the 1
~others, hath eftablithed and maincain-
- ed falfe religions over th gre =ftpart

L

“»f the world, and through all time :
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That to compel a man to furnith con-
tributions of money for the pro-
- pagatien of . pinions which he  dif-

belicves, is finful and tyrannical ; that

perfuafion, js depriving him of the

comiortable liberty of giving his con-
tributionsto the particular pattor whote

morals he wonld make his pattern, .

and whofe ‘powers'he feels moft per-.
-~ fuafive to righteotfhefs, and is with-
drawing from the minifiry thofe tem-
poral rewards, wh irh,'proceeding’frbm

an approbation of their perfonal con-
uc, are an #itiona] incitement tq

th”e i’nﬂ!‘ uction of manklnd ; that otir 7

earielt and unrerhitting labours for' -

~ €Vl Tightshave no dependence on

P4

-ourreligious opinjons, any more than_
our opinions in phyfick or geometry 5
that therefore ‘the proferibing any ¢j-
tizens as unworthy the publick Con

-fidence by laying upon him an inca-.
pacity of beiﬁ'g_callqd',jo offices of

truft and emolument,) unlefs he PR=.

fefs or renounce this or that :fe‘lfﬁgious[_

opinion, is depriving him injurioufly
of v 5% privileges and advantages to
which in coprmon with his fellow ci~
tizens hidaas Snatural right ; that it .
tends only to corrupt the principles of
that religion it is meant to encourage,

are. criminal who

‘X3
by bribing, with amonopoly of world-
ly "honours and emoluments, thofe
who will externally profefs and con-
form to it ; that thoygh indeed thofe

Are . crimina ; J:) not withitand
uch temptation, yet neither are thofe
innocent who lay the bait in their way ;
that to fuffer the civil ‘magiftrate to
infrude his powers info the field of
piiion, and o reflrain the profefiion
or propagation of  principles on fup,
Pofition of their il tendency, 1 a dan
gerous fallacy, Wwhich at once deftroys
all religious liberty, becaufe he being
of éoufféjudg¢ of tIlaﬁ,gelngl.t;ngy will
makehis opinions the OthﬂgIHe%
and approve or coride  the fenti-
ents, of others, only.as, they. hall
fquare with or differ from l.’%?,”f’."!lzﬁ
that it s time enough for fhe rightiy]
purpofzs i for. its:

'

of civil gavernment
officers to interfere when principles
break out into overt acts againl peace
anji' good order; and finally, that tru th,
is ,'g'i"eat and ywill prevail if left o her-.
7, that fhe I the proper and fuffi,
cient antagonift to errour, and has no..
thing to fear from the conflict, unlefs
by human Interpofition difar . of
her natural weapons, free argument
and debate, errours ce g . bedan.
gerous when it is permitted freely to

conatradi‘t them :
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- Beit therefore enafted by the General
Affembly, That no man {hall be tom-
pelled to frequent or fupport any relj-
%ious W@l‘.ﬂl"g; place, or minifter what-
oever, nor thall be enforced, reftrain.
ed, molefted, or butthened in his bo-
dy ot goods, nor Thall otherwife, fuf-
fer on account of his religious opin-
ions or belief ; but that all men fha]]
be free to profefs and by argument to
maintain their opinions in ‘matters of
religion, and that the fame fhall in no
wife diminifh, “enlarge, or affect their
civil capatifiesls ©-HT7 el
-And though we well know that this
Affembly, 'e%_' cted' by the people for
the ordinary P ‘pofes ‘of legiflation
only," have 'no power to reftrain the
adts of fucceeding Affemblies, confhi-
ntuted with powers equal to otir owh,
»and that therefore ‘to declate this ack
irrevocable would be of no’effe@ in

law, yet we are free to declare, and do
declare, that the rights hereby affert-
ed are of the natural rights‘'of man- -
kind, and if any at *ali be hereafter
pafled to repeal'the pretent, Or to nags
Tow its operation, fuch a& will be 28
infri=4ement of natural right. ¢
el i e
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